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              The national leader in early care and education workforce research and policy since 1999.
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              Our research ranges from teacher development and work environments to compensation and equity.
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              CSCCE's major projects span multiple years, with ongoing releases.
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              CSCCE offers research and technical assistance on implementing sound early care and education workforce policy.
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              Our biennial report provides guidance to advocates and legislators on policies that require attention.
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Good quality care requires an environment that values adults as well as children.

National Child Care Staffing Study, 1989




Summary









	

	
		
			

The National Child Care Staffing Study (NCCSS) released in 1989, brought national attention for the first time to poverty-level wages and high turnover among early childhood teaching staff, and to the adverse consequences for children. In the succeeding 25 years, combined developments in science, practice, and policy have dramatically shifted the context for discussions about the status of early childhood teaching jobs, and the importance of attracting and retaining a well-prepared workforce that is capable of promoting young children’s learning, health and development.



		

	






Today, the explosion of knowledge about what is at stake when early childhood development goes awry has coincided with powerful economic arguments for investments in high-quality early care and education. New evidence about the ways in which stress and economic insecurity challenge teachers’ capacity to provide developmentally supportive care and education is lending scientific support to the claim that child well-being depends on adult well-being not only at home but in out-of-home settings. And, serious debate at the federal level, echoed in virtually every state, is underway about the vital importance of improving the quality of early education, and the most productive strategies for ensuring that young children’s critical early experiences will promote, not undermine, their lifelong learning and healthy development.




Worthy Work, STILL Unlivable Wages compiles evidence from multiple sources to provide a portrait of the early childhood teaching workforce today in comparison to 25 years ago. The need to rely on a variety of data sources to obtain this portrait reveals the absence of a comprehensive, regularly updated database on the status and characteristics of the early childhood workforce. In addition to examining trends in center-based teachers’ education, wages and turnover, the report includes new evidence examining economic insecurity and use of public benefits among this predominantly female, ethnically diverse workforce. The report also appraises state and national efforts to improve early childhood teaching jobs, and offers recommendations aimed at reinvigorating a national conversation about the status and working conditions of the more than two million teaching staff who work in our nation’s early care and education settings.




Special thank you to CentroVIDA in Berkeley, CA for the cover picture.
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Mean Hourly Wages by State for Childcare Workers, Preschool Teachers, and Kindergarten Teachers




Annual Program Participation Rates in Public Support Programs for Childcare Worker Families, by Selected States




Average Annual Public Support Program Costs for Childcare Worker Families, by Selected States




NCCSS Reports:




Who cares? Child care teachers and the quality of care in America. Final report, National Child Care Staffing Study




The National Child Care Staffing Study Revisited Four Years in the Life of Center-Based Child Care




Worthy work, unlivable wages: The National Child Care Staffing Study, 1988-1997




Media




On November 18, 2014, we released Worthy Work, STILL Unlivable Wages: The Early Childhood Workforce 25 Years after the National Child Care Staffing Study by Marcy Whitebook, Deborah Phillips, and Carollee Howes. New America hosted a critical discussion on strategies to change how our nation supports and rewards the early childhood workforce.




Event Webcast




Watch Opening Remarks | Watch Panel 1 | Watch Panel 2




CSCCE in the Media




Articles/Editorials




Radio




NPR | New York Times OpEd | Boston Globe | CBS MoneyWatch | Washington Post | Raleigh News & Observer Article & OpEd | CT News Junkie | Think Progress | Hartford Courant | New Haven Register | News & Record | Arizona Daily Star | TakePart | Harold Net | Project Syndicate |Northwest Herald | RH Reality Check | Mercury News | UC Berkeley News | The Atlantic | The Nation | Huffington Post | The Hechinger Report | Forbes




Blogs 




88.5 WFDD | WICC 600AM




Huffington Post Education | Bellwether Education Partners | Georgetown University | New America Ed Central | NIEER | CTECA | Child Trends | Talk Poverty | Eye on Early Education | EdSource |NCSL | The Nation




Take part in the conversation online using #WorthyWages and following @NewAmericaEd and @CSCCEUCB.
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Early Educator Database




CSCCE is elevating early educator voices.  Learn more and join us.
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