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"The Foundation for Child Development is proud to 
have funded the development of the Index. It is an 
indispensable reference for those who are serious 
about designing national policies to support the 
early childhood workforce."

Testimonials from the field

- Dr. Jacqueline Jones, 
President and C.E.O. of 
the Foundation for Child 
Development



"This is a much needed report. 
I found it informative and 
compelling. I will definitely 
take it with me to the Illinois 
State Senate to guide my 
work."

Testimonials from the field

- Dr. Cristina Pacione-Zayas, 
Illinois State Senator



Welcome to A Guide to Reform Using the 
2020 Early Childhood Workforce Index

This webinar is being recorded and will be made 
available after the event.

Please submit your questions via Q&A.



Hear from:
Kyra Swenson, Infant/toddler Teacher and Co-founder 

of Wisconsin Early Childhood Action Needed

Jen Horwitz, Policy & Research Director, Vermont Let’s 

Grow Kids

Dr. Lea Austin, Executive Director, Center for the Study 

of Child Care Employment

Dr. Caitlin McLean, Senior Research Specialist, Center 

for the Study of Child Care Employment

Krista Olson, Research and Policy Associate, Center for 

the Study of Child Care Employment



Covid-19 Worsens Existing Economic &
Health Insecurity For Early Educators

October 2020: Child 
care industry only 83% 
as large as in February, 
before the pandemic

More than 166,000 
women have lost their 
jobs



“The loudest voices in the current conversation about child care are 
working parents and politicians who recognize, and in some cases 
demand, child care as the key to reopening the economy, but 
what about care providers themselves? 

Ultimately, the economy will reopen, but 
it can do so in either of two ways: with
long overdue government intervention
and support for the well-being of families 
and providers alike or on the backs of 
some of the poorest and most 
marginalized women workers, who will 
somehow make things work by bearing 
the burden in every way." 

- Child Care Center Director, 
California
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Poverty rates are on average nearly eight times 
higher for early educators than poverty rates for K-8 
teachers.

Poverty Rates for Early Educators & K-8 Teachers



Gap Between Child Care Worker Median Wage and 
Living Wage for One Adult With No Children



Black early educators are paid on average 
$0.78 less per hour than their White peers.



“I have an M.Ed with a 
teaching license, but I am 
not adequately 
compensated nor are my 
co-workers. 
We are working for 
minimum wage (or less) 
with degrees…”

- ECE Teacher, 
Minnesota



The 2020 Index: A Guide to Reform
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https://cscce.berkeley.edu/we-need-major-reform/


What Data 
Can I Use to 
Inform Advocacy 
and Action?



Read the report on the web or download the pdf

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/introduction-policy-recommendations/key-findings/


Read the report on the web or download the pdf

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/introduction-policy-recommendations/key-findings/


View appendix tables by 
state/territory:

Qualification 
Requirements

Scholarships & 
Apprenticeships

Stipends & Tax Credits
Workforce Registries & 

Surveys

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/appendices/appendix-3-state-policies-tables/


View the 
State 
Explorer

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/interactive-map/


See your state or 
territory profile

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/states/


View the Advocacy Toolkit

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/appendices/advocacy-toolkit/








Advice from the field

Kyra Swenson

Infant/toddler Teacher and Co-
founder of Wisconsin Early 

Childhood Action Needed



Advice from the field

Jen Horwitz

Policy & Research Director, 
Vermont Let’s Grow Kids



2020 Early Childhood Workforce Index
Key Resources

Advocacy Toolkit!" ! Policy recommendations for early care 
and education reform

State and Territory Profiles!#
! Profiles for every state and the District 

of Columbia
! NEW: territory profiles

The State Explorer 
(interactive map)!$ ! Interactive, cross-state map

! NEW: compare 2 states at once

The Full Report and 
Appendices!%

! State-by-state report of early educator 
working conditions and related state 
policies

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/appendices/advocacy-toolkit/
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/states/
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/interactive-map/
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/introduction-policy-recommendations/key-findings/
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